	Swoopes, There It Is!

	Sheryl Swoopes, deemed the “female Jordan,” was the first woman to have a shoe named after her and she instantly captured the eye of little girls across America. She now has the attention of the nation.
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Hangin' with Swoopes.
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I love being the veteran because for so many years I was the young one, lookin’ up to all of the older players and wanting help, wanting them to help me, but not wanting to go to them and say, please help me with that because I didn’t want to feel stupid. It’s great to be in this position, to go to the younger players, and watch them develop. And you know, I don’t plan on being here for the next Olympics, not 2004, but the next Olympics, but to see some of the younger players, Tamika Catchings, Ruth Riley, and just feel like I was a part of helping them grow and helping them become a better player, that does a lot for me! 
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An intense Swoopes visualizes her next free throw.
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What’s your favorite part about being a role model? I think the best part is that people just know you. Lots of times people say, “Well that’s bad, because you can’t go anywhere without people recognizing you or noticing you.” It’s really good because you can go wherever. I can go walk down the street, and you hear people saying, “That’s her, no it’s not, yes it is, no it’s not,” so finally I’ll just stop and finally someone gets the courage to come up and ask me, and I’m like, ‘Yes I am.’ And just to see the reaction that some people have and to see men, women, little girls, sometimes just break down in tears and cry just because they’re getting to see you. I mean, that really touches me. And I never dreamed in my wildest dreams that someday I’d be walking down the street and I’d make a grown man cry. Not because he asked me on a date and I said ‘No,’ but because he looks up to me because of what I’m able to do, because of the athlete I am, because of the person I am, and that’s a wonderful feeling for me. I know people who say, “I’m not a role model, I don’t want to be a role model.” I didn’t choose to be a role model, but I know I am. So I gotta take that for what it’s worth and do what I can do with it. And I always feel like there is somebody watching me, so I’m always going to try to do the right thing and do the best that I can do. I’m gonna have my bad days, just like everybody else, but I know people are looking up to me, and if I’m in the mood where it’s just like, ‘I don’t want to be bothered today,’ then I’ll stay home. Because I’m not allowed to have a bad day. And that’s how people look up to me, and that’s how people see me. So whenever I go out and I’m doing things, I always try to be the best person I can be because I want people to leave saying, “God, you know what, she was really nice, she was a great person.” And that’s how I want people to remember me. Not so much as being a great basketball player, but just being a great person. "And I never dreamed in my wildest dreams that someday I’d be walking down the street and I’d make a grown man cry."


