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Soccer 

"The men's lifestyles already were different because they had been able to make their living on the field, but we have had to find jobs that fit in between soccer."
Michelle Akers was a 15-year veteran of the U.S. National Women’s Soccer Team before she retired in 2000. She was a member of the winning 1999 and 1991 Federation Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) Women’s World Cup Teams. Akers won a gold medal at the 1998 Goodwill Games. She helped lead the United States to a gold medal at the first women’s soccer competition at the 1996 Olympic Games. She is the all-time leading scorer in World Cup competition and one of four players worldwide to score more than 100 career goals in international play. 

In 2000, Akers was named the FIFA Player of the Century and Best Female Soccer Player Ever. Akers was named the 2000 National Soccer Coaches Association of America (NSCAA) Honorary All-American and given the NSCAA Award of Excellence. She received the Henry Iba Citizen Athlete Award (2000) and the Simon Sherman Leadership Award (1999) for her work with Soccer Outreach International, which she founded in 1997. 

At the 1991 Women’s World Cup, she won the Golden Boot Award for being the leading goal scorer, as well as the FIFA Silver Ball Award for being the tournament's Most Valuable Player runner-up. The United States Olympic Committee named Akers the Athlete of the Year (1991) and Female Soccer Player of the Year (1990). 

Akers has written three books, The Game and The Glory with Gregg Lewis, Standing Fast with Tim Nash and Face to Face with Michelle Akers. 

A former Women's Sports Foundation Advisory Board member, she is currently a member of the FIFA Soccer Committee and the NSCAA Women's Subcommittee. (10/01)

